
APWA-Missouri Chapter Fall Conference Walking Tour – Jefferson City, Dunklin Street Bridge Project 

November 6, 2020, 1:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Address: 515 W. Dunklin St., Jefferson City, MO 65101 

RSVP to Brandon Atchison—brandon@moasphalt.org 

The Dunklin Street bridge became a focus of attention around 2014 when a routine inspection by MoDOT 
found issues with section loss in some of the steel girders and recommended that a load posting of 30 tons 
for the bridge. A subsequent inspection revealed even further deterioration including the complete 
separation of the web and bottom flange of some of the girders as a result of extensive rusting. 
Fortunately this was occurring on the exterior girders and  we were able to continue to use the bridge after 
removing the center turn lane and pushing traffic to center to the bridge. It was at this same time that a 
project list for our upcoming ½ capital improvement sales tax vote was being made and the replacement of 
this bridge was added to this list. The sales tax passed in the fall of 2016 and in the spring of 2018 a 
contract for the Design of the project was signed with Bartlett and West. 

As the project moved into the design process one of the main challenges was dealing with the 
floodway issues and the increases in flood elevations upstream of the bridge. Since the roadway is 
prone to flooding there was a desire to raise the road to limit the time that the road would be 
inundated and at the same time we wanted to turn what was a three span bridge into a single span to 
avoid the need to continually remove woody debris that would hang up in the interior bents. 
Eventually we decided that a single span bridge was what we wanted and in choosing that were left 
with looking to create shallow girders to allow the greatest amount of flow under the structure and 
had to settle for only superficial changes to the overall elevation of the roadway. Other elements 
included with this project were the installation of new overhead signal at Broadway Street, new 
stormwater and sanitary sewer systems, an extension of the Greenway Trail with a RRFB controlled 
pedestrian crossing, sidewalk, street lighting, and some retaining walls under MoDOT overpasses. 

In April of 2019 the City Council approved a contract with Don Schneiders Excavating for the construction of the project. The bid price for 
this project was $2,611,088.04. Work began soon thereafter although some utility relocation work was underway including the replacement 
of a 12” water main. Also present were phone lines attached to the bridge and had to be bored under the creek in addition to a natural gas 
line that was also attached to the bridge. Overhead were the electric lines and other cable utilities.  Work began with the replacement of the 
sewer system in the 400 block of Dunklin while the utilities continued their work particularly the water company and the electric company. 
Just as the contractor was beginning to work on the stormwater system the Missouri River level began to rise and push water up Wears 
Creek so much so that the proposed system would have been underwater. In order to continue work on the project the contractor moved 
up the hill into the 300 block and began working on that portion of the project. Unfortunately the utility relocation had been focused on the 
400 block and the utilities had not had a chance to relocate their facilities in this block yet particularly the overhead power lines. 

Unfortunately it was at that moment that the tornado struck Jefferson City and all of Ameren forces were needed to make repairs to the 
damaged system and were pulled away from this job. To further complicate matters the water company was still sampling the water in their 
newly installed lines but the flooding had increased to a level where the sampling points that they had at the base of the hill had gone 

underwater and so they could not get samples and so could not decommission the old water lines 
which were conflicting with the project. Because of this the contractor ended up pulling off of the 
project for a period of about 4 weeks. When they returned they completed the work in the 300 block 
but because the water remained too high to install the stormwater system in the 400 block they began 
work in the 500 block. Work on this block took deep into the fall but as November rolled around the 
water in Wears Creek subsided to the point that they could return to the stormwater work that we 
had intended to be completed in May. 

Uncertain of the winter weather the project was shut down after some temporary asphalt had been 
placed to afford better access to the adjoining businesses through the winter months. The project had 
originally been planned for completion the day before Thanksgiving. Work picked up again in the 

Spring of 2020 with the demolition of the bridge and the repair of a 30” sewer main below the flowline of Wears Creek. After that work 
continued steadily with some minor delays and was eventually opened back up to traffic on July 13th of this year.  


