
   

APWA – MISSOURI CHAPTER SPRING CONFERENCE WALKING TOUR – SPRINGFIELD 

FASSNIGHT CREEK/ART MUSEUM MASTERPLAN 

April 23, 2021 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

Address: 1111 E Brookside Dr., Springfield, MO 65807 
RSVP to Jonathan Peitz, jpeitz@olsson.com or 417-890-8802 

 
In 2018, the Springfield Art Museum commissioned to produce a 30-year Master Plan for its building and grounds. The goal 
of this plan was to reimagine the Museum as a 21st century civic asset by expanding educational and public programming 
space and creating strong physical and aesthetic connections between the Museum grounds, an adjacent park and a 
greenway trail. Join us on this APWA Walking Tour as we learn more about the vision of the Art Museum and the current 
projects underway. We will meet out front of the Art Museum in the parking lot.

 

Phase 1: The Grounds  
Phase I includes improvements to the Museum’s grounds 
including widening and naturalizing Fassnight Creek, 
which flows through a concrete channel directly south of 
the Museum, to mitigate flooding risk for the Museum. 
Phase I will also include creating trail connections to 
nearby amenities including the WaterWise Garden south 
of the Museum and Phelps Grove Park to the west of the 
Museum. Parking will be relocated and expanded on the 
north side of the Museum grounds to create additional 
greenspace for the Museum’s WPA-era Amphitheater, 
located on the western edge of the grounds, to the 
Museum’s West Entrance. This will also improve 
connections between the Museum grounds and Phelps 
Grove Park, located to the west of the Amphitheater.  

 

Fassnight Creek Naturalization Stormwater 

Improvements 
While developing the 30-year Master Plan it was 
discovered that FEMA was in the process of redrawing 
flood plain maps and planned to place the Museum in 
both the 100-year and 500-year flood plain. To correct 
this, the City of Springfield is working to widen and 
naturalize Fassnight Creek. These improvements will 
include native Missouri plantings to create an urban 
wildlife habitat, pedestrian/bike trails, and outdoor 
sculpture.  

 
Fassnight Creek Greenway Trail Connection 
A key goal of the 30-year Master Plan is to connect the 
Museum and its grounds to sites and amenities 
throughout the City via our stellar Greenway Trails.  This 
goal will be met through the future construction of a multi-
use trail connection. The connection will begin at Clay 
Avenue, continue east through Phelps Grove Park and 
end at Brookside Drive. The new path will include a bike 
repair station, ADA ramps and will connect to shared bike 
lanes on Brookside Drive via a new pedestrian bridge. 
The trail project will begin construction following the 
completion of a separate stretch of trail further to the west, 
from Jefferson Avenue to Clay Avenue. When all is 
complete, this section of trail will stretch from the Museum 
to Phelps Grove Park to Parkview High School and 
Fassnight Park and will ultimately connect with the future 
Grant Avenue Parkway BUILD grant project. 

Northside Parking Improvements 
Per the 30-year Master Plan, Phase I will also include 
improvements to parking, which will be relocated to the 
north side of the Museum property, creating better 
connectivity between the Museum grounds and Phelps 
Grove Park as well as additional greenspace for the 
Amphitheater. In addition to expanded parking, these 
improvements will include enhanced access to the 
Museum grounds through trails and walkways, improved 
lighting, attractive landscaping, and stormwater 
management features such as pervious pavers and other 
improvements that will help water quality by addressing 
nonpoint source pollutants.
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